
City of Tekoa

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 9, 2023
I. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Roy Schulz called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M.  Council members present at the meeting were Mary LaSalle, Angie Rambo, Dave Tysz, Shelly Ausmus, Mike Hale and Pete Martin.  Clerk/Treasurer Eliza Evans-Teague was present, as well as additional attendees Brandon Schneider, Sarah Gulliksen, Jennifer Olson, Matt Morkert, Donavon Chase, Debbie Hall and Lydia Fletcher.  
*In following paragraphs, Councilperson will be abbreviated as: “C.”

II. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Roy Schulz led the attendees in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
III.
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

A. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES:  Jennifer Olson reported on Healthy Tekoa Coalition.  The Coalition put up two new billboards outside of Tekoa and will be funding one more billboard in Latah, WA.  The billboards are aimed at substance abuse prevention.  Parenting workshops are coming up for parents of children up to age 8.  Babysitting is included.  Grandparents and babysitters are welcome.  Anyone can contact Jennifer for information.
B. TEKOA FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Donavon Chase reported on the current state of the department.  They are reasonably staffed now, but they will have some retirements coming up.  A water leak created issues in one of the fire station restrooms.  That restroom is being renovated and converted into a laundry.  C. Dave Tysz mentioned that the EMS would like to combine with the fire department to avoid state fees.  C. Pete Martin mentioned that there is a community meeting coming up in March.  Donavon said there were no simple answers.   There are now issues with complex, multiple agency calls that need to be worked out.  C. Pete Martin will coordinate a meeting to address some of these issues.  C. Dave Tysz would like to see a regional crew out of Oakesdale.  There was some discussion about Lifeflight.  Donavon reported the fireman’s auction raised about $25,000.  He mentioned several projects at the pool that will benefit from the auction and volunteer firefighter time.  The fire department will meet with Parks and Rec so the pool floor fix will be long-term, not a temporary fix.  Donavon mentioned that he is working on the fire district becoming a single entity between the county and city.  Lastly, there is a new assistant chief, Dan Hutton.
C. MATT MORKERT:  Matt Morkert reported that the numbers for alternative methods for dealing with the Influent Lift Station bedrock issue are still coming in.  He will have a pay estimate for the contractor at the next meeting.  Matt brought the contract from TIB regarding the double chip-seal project.  The Mainstreet Sidewalk Project is close to being closed out.   We are waiting on the releases from L& I, etc.  
IV.   
CORRESPONDENCE:  None.
V.    
OLD BUSINESS:  

A. DENISE KEEGAN BUILDING UPDATE:  Denise Keegan called the city today and will write us a letter addressing the letter from the city.  
B. FIREWORKS:  C. Rambo said that if there is not going to be enforcement, then we should leave matters re: fireworks as they are.  There was a general consensus that we need to get the word out much better in advance of the July 4 and New Year’s Eve holidays to ask people to be considerate.
C. CEMETERY ORDINANCE:  C. LaSalle presented the guidelines that she worked out with the cemetery coordinator and cemetery maintenance personnel.  There was some discussion about the guidelines.  
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:  
A. MAYOR PRO-TEM ELECTION:  C.  Martin nominated C. Tysz for Mayor Pro-Tem.  C. Ausmus nominated C. LaSalle, who declined.  C. LaSalle nominated C. Hale. Votes in favor of C. Tysz came from C. Ausmus and C. Martin.  Votes in favor of C. Hale came from C. LaSalle.  C. Tysz was elected Mayor Pro Tem.
B.  REST STOP PICNIC TABLE:  C. Ausmus spoke of the usefulness of the table at the park near the rest stop.  She has raised $550 toward the purchase of another table of that type and asked the council to approve funds for the table even though the 50% threshold for contributions from the community have not yet been reached.  C. Rambo moved to purchase the remainder of the table.  C. Martin said he would contribute $100 toward the price of the table.  There was some discussion about where the money would come from.  It was decided the funds should come out of operations.  C. Martin seconded the motion.  There was discussion about the continuation of fund raising.  The motion passed unanimously.
C. SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE/SNOW REMOVAL:  There was discussion about sidewalk ordinances, especially in relation to snow.  C. Hale volunteered to bring examples of how other cities write their ordinances.  Mayor Schulz stated that the adjacent property owners are responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalks.  This does not preclude the city from intervening in scenarios where there is an overwhelming amount of snow.  There was additional discussion.  C. Hale will get that information out and the council will look at this next month.  There was discussion about the Tekoa Community Center sidewalk and getting notice about sidewalks into the newsletter, again.
D. SALARY/COMPENSATION DISCUSSION:  C. Hale opened the discussion about salaries.  He proposed opening the medical expense benefit cap and bringing the medical benefit up-to-speed with surrounding cities.   There was discussion about the surrounding cities and their policies.  Additional discussion ensued about COLAs and raises.  C. Hale moved to pay the 7.7% COLA for the employees and step-raise for Brandon Schneider at $1.75/hour.  C. Tysz seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  There was discussion about various employee arrangements.  
E. DECIDE ON 6 YEAR TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND OLD CITY DUMP DE-ANNEXATION PUBLIC HEARING DATES (JANUARY 23/FEBRUARY 6):  There was discussion about the proposed dates.  The council decided to go with January 23, 2023.
F. APPROVE CHERYL LOEFFLER’S CLERK CONSULTATION WAGE:  C. Hale moved to approve $35/hr. for clerk/treasurer consultant fees for Cheryl Loeffler.
VII.
REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORT:   Mayor Schulz would like the council to think about raising the deputy clerk’s wage.  Discussion ensued about updating the code book and personnel manual for city positions and make things formal.
B. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT:  
Eliza let the council know that the goal for the new website to be up and running is mid-February. She also reported that the city’s physical audit for the cemetery is almost finished and the whole transition should be complete by late spring.  In addition, she reported a visit from an ErWOW representative who stressed the upcoming requirements for a lead and copper pipe project that the city will need to have completed by October 2024.  Finally, the clerk updated the meeting attendants about the status of the PRR lawsuit, and the city’s offer of $7500 for summary judgement would be offered in the next day or two.  We should know back in 10 days if Eric Hood will accept that.
C. COUNCIL REPORTS:

C. Tysz asked the mayor to make the standpipe by the burn pile a priority as burn season is approaching and he would like to be ready.  C. Hale would like to see some kind of reference page for new hires.  C. Martin had questions about lab sample delivery.  There was discussion.
D. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 
VIII.
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A:  NOVEMBER 28, 2022, DECEMBER 5, 2022, & DECEMBER 19, 2022, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  C. Ausmus moved to approve the minutes and C. Hale seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.
IX. 
ADJOURNMENT:  C. Ausmus moved to adjourn.   C. Hale seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Schulz adjourned the meeting at 10:25  P.M.
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