


City of Tekoa 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday – December 1, 2025 - 6 P.M.
Tekoa City Hall

I.	CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Schulz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
	
II. 	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Schulz led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.	ROLL CALL:

	MAYOR SCHULZ: Present.
	CM DAN THOMAS: Present.
CM MARGIE JAEGER: Present.
	CM PETE MARTIN: Present.
	CM MIKE HALE: Present.
	CM SHELLY AUSMUS: Present.
	CM DAVE TYSZ: Present.
	CM REID SMITH: Present.
	ATTY. HANSON: Absent.
	
IV.	OATH OF OFFICE: Clerk Evans-Teague led Dan Thomas, Reid Smith and Shelly Ausmus in the Oath of Office for the “short term” that lasts until the first of the year.
	
V.	AGENDA MODIFICATIONS: None.

VI.	OCTOBER 20, 2025, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, NOVEMBER 12, 2025, SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES and NOVEMBER 17, 2025, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: CM Ausmus submitted a sheet of written changes to the October 20, 2025, minutes.  CM Ausmus moved to approve the October 20, 2025, council meeting minutes with changes.  CM Martin seconded the motion.  CM Smith abstained.  CM Martin, Ausmus, Jaeger, Tysz, Hale and Thomas voted yes and the motion passed.  CM Ausmus moved to approve the November 12, 2025, council meeting minutes.  CM Thomas seconded the motion.  CM Smith abstained (not on council at that time).  CM Ausmus, Hale, Thomas, Jaeger, Tysz and Martin voted yes.  The motion carried. CM Ausmus moved to accept the November 17, 2025, Council Meeting Minutes.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  CM Smith abstained.  CM Hale, Martin, Jaeger, Tysz, Thomas and Ausmus voted yes.  The motion carried.

VII.  	PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

A. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None.

B. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES: None.

C. FINAL BUDGET HEARING: Mayor Schulz opened the Final Budget Hearing at 6:10 P.M.  CM Tysz asked about the moving of water and sewer taxes to the general fund.  There was discussion.  There was discussion about the building inspector’s position costs and income.  There was additional discussion about code enforcement and how the building inspector position works and has worked and options.   There was extended discussion about building inspection issues.  CM Ausmus suggested bumping up the building maintenance monies to $1000 each fund (water, sewer, street, etc.). CM Tysz and Ausmus asked questions about water and sewer.  CM Martin suggested waiting until next meeting to adopt the budget.  There was discussion about the golf course lease, matching funds, etc.  CM Martin will look into a copy of a signed rental contract.  There was additional discussion.  Mayor Schulz closed the Final Budget Hearing at 6:47 P.M.

VIII.    	UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A. UNION CONTRACT: CM Martin reported that negotiations are ongoing, and he will report on the costs to date at the next meeting. 

B. ELECTED OFFICIALS TRAINING REMINDER: Mayor Schulz reminded those going to the training, and Clerk/Treasurer Evans-Teague will send out the address.

C. NOISE ORDINANCE: Atty. Hanson will report at the next meeting.

D. WWTP FACILITIES PLAN: Century West will present the WWTP Facilities Plan at the next meeting.  


[bookmark: _Hlk123895345]IX.	NEW BUSINESS:

A. REVIEW WATER CONNECTION FEES: Steven Thomas presented the actual costs for putting in a standard new ¾ in. water service.   He suggested raising the new water connection fee to $4000 to make sure and cover the parts and labor.  CM Tysz suggested raising the new connection fee to $5000 to account for the other sizes of connections, i.e. 1 in., 2 in., etc.  CM Tysz asked about cross-connection fees and suggested that the homeowner should pay for the cross-connection device.  There was discussion.  This discussion will continue at the next meeting.

B. AIRPORT ELECTRICAL: Steven Thomas reported on the repairs needed for the north side of the runway lighting wiring.  He presented several bids and noted the costs and what they were based on.  CM Hale reported on the issues inherent in decision-making and noted he will be discussing some of the conduit damage with Selland Construction.  Steven will also report on meter inventories at the next meeting.

C. SNOWPLOWING: CM Thomas stated that he has noticed that one of the city employees works on his private plowing before reporting to the city.   There was discussion about snowplowing times.  Steven reported that city employees will start plowing around 4 A.M. and the plan to serve everyone.  There was discussion.  CM Thomas noted that all streets’ plowing should have two passes.    

D. PARKS AND REC. LATE FEE REQUEST: Clerk Evans-Teague read the request from Parks to forgive the late fees for September.  There was discussion.  CM Jaeger moved to forgive the late fee.  CM Martin seconded the motion. Votes:  Ausmus-abstain, Smith-no, Thomas-no, Tysz-yes, Hale- no, Jaeger-yes, Martin-yes.  Motion failed.  CM Ausmus suggested making donations to cover the late fees; she will start.  

E. PAYMENT REQUEST-COMMUNITY ENGINEERING & CONSULTING: SWSMP: Clerk Evans-Teague explained the invoice.  CM Tysz moved to pay Invoice 1020 in the amount of $5221.00.  CM Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

F. CREDIT CARD STATEMENTS/PACKET POLICY: CM Ausmus thinks having the credit card statements in the packet is positive.  CM Ausmus moved that going forward the credit card statement is included in the packet as a policy.  CM Tysz seconded the motion.  There was discussion.  Votes: Yes- Ausmus, Smith, Thomas, Tysz, Jaeger and Martin.   Hale-present (as financial officer).  The motion passed.

X.	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:

A. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schulz read the code enforcement officer report on recent activities and anticipated activities.  Mayor Schulz also reported meeting with JUB recently as they had expressed interest in the upcoming sewer design project.  

B. STAFF REPORT: Clerk Evans-Teague drew the council’s attention to Steven Thomas’ 
vehicle/equipment list.  She also reported on the Department of Ecology meeting.  Finally, Clerk Evans-Teague reported the solar panel project is postponed and will need to come through the Council on Aging.

C. COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS:	CM Smith reported he is a certified quality auditor.  He would be interested in being a liaison with the Fire Department.  There was discussion about the EMS system being part of that.  CM Smith also has a background in cemetery research and would be happy to help there.  CM Martin would also like to see what is happening with the Tekoa Fire Department.  CM Hale reported that after February 1, 2025, he is looking at renegotiating the airport ground leases.  CM Tysz would like to see timesheets and asked about credit card policy.  CM Tysz would like to know what it would take to get a bid on the golf course.  Mayor Schulz reported on the conversation he had with the golf course president about a possible method for working on the club house over time.  CM Tysz will help find the septic tank.   The Mayor also reported on the Empire Theatre and the possibility of getting the theatre on the National Register of Historic Places to apply for funds.  The Theatre and Port of Whitman are working together to finish this application, which is due on Dec. 21, 2025.  

XI.	APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND CLAIMS:   None.

XII.	EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

XIII.	ADJOURNMENT: CM Tysz moved to adjourn the meeting.  CM Ausmus seconded the motion.  The council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Schulz adjourned the meeting at 8:07 P.M.


APPROVED:


__________________________________
								Roy Schulz - Mayor 

ATTEST:


_________________________________
Eliza Evans-Teague- Clerk/Treasurer  		


Tekoa Council Minutes		December 1, 2025		
