


City of Tekoa
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday –April 6, 2026 - 6 P.M.
Tekoa City Hall

I.	CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Schulz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
	
II. 	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Schulz led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.	ROLL CALL:

	MAYOR SCHULZ: Present.
	CM DAN THOMAS: Present.
CM MARGIE JAEGER: Present.
	CM PETE MARTIN: Present.
	CM MIKE HALE: Present.
	CM SHELLY AUSMUS: Present.	
	CM DAVE TYSZ: Present.
	CM REID SMITH: Present.
	ATTY. BISHOP: Absent.

IV.	AGENDA MODIFICATIONS: 

V.	March 9, 2026, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES and March 13, 2026 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES: CM Hale moved to accept the March 9 and March 13, 2026, Council Meeting Minutes. CM Martin seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

VI.  	PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.

1. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES: There were none. 

VII.    	UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A.  UNION CONTRACT: CM Martin reported things are moving along and they will have another meeting on the      .

B. HARRASMENT ORDINANCE:

C.  GOLF COURSE REMODEL: CM Martin    Kara Reibold 

D.  GOLF COURSE LEASE AGREEMENT: Mayor Schulz 

E. 250TH BIRTHDAY OF THE COUNTRY CELEBRATION (PLANNING COMMITTEE):

F. SURPLUS ITEM RESOLUTION:
	
G. STREET LEVY PAVING PROJECT COSTS: 

H. BROWN VARIANCE FOR LIVING IN TRAILER: A letter was sent to the Brown’s telling them they have to be moved out of their property by April 13, 2026.  

I. UTILIZATION OF COMMUNITY CENTER: 

J. WIFIBER OFFER FOR OLD CITY SHOP: Wifiber hasn’t given a different offer.  This will be put on the April 20 meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk123895345]VIII.	NEW BUSINESS:	

A. KARA RIEBOL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PORT OF WHITMAN: Kara was in attendance

B. DONAVON CHASE – FIRE DEPT/FIRE DISTRICT ANNEXATION: Donavon was in attendance

C. MAYOR EDUCATION BUDGET: Mayor Schulz talked about meetings  

D. JOHN LAHEY NEW EMPLOYEE:   

E. DISCUSSION ABOUT DEPOSIT FOR CUSTOMER WHO WENT BANKRUPT:	 Browning reported we have a utility customer who went bankrupt and we weren’t able to collect their debt.  They moved back into the house and she would like to have an ordinance requiring people who defaulted, pay a deposit.

F. APPROVE PAYMENT FOR BILLS PAID TO CE&C:  Browning presented the bills to be paid to CE&C for the TIB project and the SWSMP Update.  She asked to have them approved.

G. MOSQUITO FOGGING: 

Mayor Schulz reported that they will go into executive session from 7:08 to 7:25 to discuss property. The meeting resumed at 7:25 p.m.

CM Ausmus made a motion to hire an appraiser for the old city shop and the old city hall.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
IX.	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:
1. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schulz asked if we want to fog mosquitoes this year. CM Tysz said he would get certified to fog. There was discussion about bees getting killed by the fogging. The mayor asked the council who is in favor of fogging, and they all said they are in favor. CM  Ausmus said that she thinks one of our employees should get certified in the future.  

Mayor Schulz reported that the Innovia Conference is on the 16th and 17th of March in Spokane and three of us will be attending. Schulz will also be attending a federal conference in the Tri-Cities.

He reported they will have extra dirt from the Port of Whitman airport project, so if anyone needs dirt, let them know where they can put it.  

CM Ausmus asked about the wage for the maintenance person that we are advertising for.  The wage is the same as the last person hired, $22.00 to $30.00 an hour depending on experience.  

There was discussion about asking for the .09 money for the theatre.  Mayor Schulz will talk to them and get back to the council depending on the timeline. 

Upper Columbia Academy people are offering to come and clean up for the city.  The mayor asked CM Ausmus and CM Jaeger to look for properties to clean up when they come. 

1. STAFF REPORT: Browning went over the financial statements with the council.

1. COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS: 

-CM Hale talked about a pilot asking about the length of the runway.
-CM Tysz said he will be attending a meeting in Wenatchee on the 27th for Mayor Pro-tempore.
-CM Ausmus will be attending an upcoming quarterly meeting with the care center.  She also talked about cleaning up for Slippery Gulch, including picking up garbage along the highway and thanked the Jaegers, Kim Schulz and others for years of spearheading this.  She asked on behalf of a citizen about the length of sewer pipe on the back of city hall. Steven Thomas said he will look at it.
-CM Martin talked about having a formal bike event in July utilizing the trestle.
-CM Martin asked if there will be council members on the hiring committee for the new maintenance person.  Mayor Schulz said he will have two members on the committee.

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: Steve Haxton spoke about mileage reimbursement and spending for union contract legal fees.

Brent Babb and Kimber Douglas talked about their water bill and the fact that it didn’t have any usage on it.  He also said he wasn’t here to disrupt Tekoa, and he apologized for the disruption last time. 

X.	APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND CLAIMS: CM Ausmus moved to approve EFT payroll and voided check number 18353, check numbers 18232-18248, 18355 to 18357, 18358-18354 in the amount of $111,112.85. CM Hale seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
	
XIV.	ADJOURNMENT: CM Hale made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  CM Thomas seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVED:

__________________________________
							Roy Schulz - Mayor 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Kynda Browning - Clerk/Treasurer  		
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