


City of Tekoa
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday –May 18, 2026 - 6 P.M.
Tekoa City Hall

I.	CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Schulz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
	
II. 	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Schulz led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.	ROLL CALL:

	MAYOR SCHULZ: Present.
	CM DAN THOMAS: Present.
CM MARGIE JAEGER: Present.
	CM PETE MARTIN: Present.
	CM MIKE HALE: Present.
	CM SHELLY AUSMUS: Present.	
	CM DAVE TYSZ: Present.
	CM REID SMITH: Absent.
	ATTY. BISHOP: Absent.

IV.	AGENDA MODIFICATIONS: Cm Ausmus asked to have Main Street annexation added. 

V.	May 4, 2026, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: CM Tysz moved to accept the May 4, 2026, council meeting minutes. CM Hale seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

VI.  	PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.

1. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES: There were none.

VII.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. UNION NEGOTIATIONS REPORT: CM Ausmus reported they sent a response on three items and they are waiting to hear.
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
B. [bookmark: _Hlk123895345]GOLF COURSE REMODEL: Mayor Schulz said they are waiting to hear from Avista.

C.  BUILDING INSPECTOR FEES: CM Tysz is going to get ahold of the building inspector for Rosalia to see what he would charge to do the building inspections.

VIII.	NEW BUSINESS:

A. COUNCIL MEMBER TO SIGN SAVINGS ACCOUNT AT BANNER BANK: CM Ausmus made a motion to add CM Tysz to the signature card at the bank. CM Thomas seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.



B. CONTRACTOR TO BURN PILE – FEE:  We will discuss this at the next meeting when Steven Thomas can be present.  There was discussion.

C. RESOLUTION TO INCREASE SEWER RATES: CM Ausmus said she heard from people about the rates we are proposing.  There was discussion about putting information out to people, and having Kim Prissock, Matt Morkert and the Riverkeeper come and give us information. She also talked about a 3 prong approach for keeping citizens informed:  1) indicate on bills that a portion of payments goes into sewer reserve, 2) publish the amount of sewer reserve on the monthly bills or in the city newsletter, 3) create a sewer “fact sheet” that records the history and updates of the project. 
CM Ausmus talked about the Main Street annexation.  She did research with other cities for areas that get utilities and aren’t in city limits.  She said the going rate is to charge them fifty percent more. 	
D. CONTRACT WITH PINE CREEK CONSERVATION DISTRICT: A copy of the Interlocal Agreement between Malden and Pine Creek Conservation District was presented to the council. The council is interested in entering into an agreement with them for chipping.  They asked Browning to  bring our insurance information, to make sure it meets the insurance listed in the agreement.

E. APPROVE CONTRACT WITH ARROW CONSTRUCTION FOR TIB PAVING PROJECT: The contract was presented to the council.  CM Hale made a motion to accept the agreement between the city and Arrow Construction for the TIB Paving project as presented.  CM Martin seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

F. BUDGET AMENDMENT ORDINANCE NO. 913: CM Ausmus made the motion to approve Ordinance No. 913 transferring $40,000 from the Current Expense fund to the Criminal Justice fund.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

G. APPROVE PATH POINT CONTRACT: CM Jaeger made a motion to approve the Pathpoint Contract for the new utility billing system.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  Mayor Schulz

H. BROWNING PRESENT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT AND HAVE COUNCIL APPROVE: Browning went over the annual report with the council.
IX.	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:
1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.
1. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schulz asked if there will be a cemetery meeting in June.  CM Martin said there will be.  There was discussion about cleaning the community center.  

He talked to Kathy Houston and said she wants to resign as the cemetery sexton.  He talked about advertising for someone to take her place. 

Mayor Schulz talked about the labor negotiations meeting he attended in Wenatchee.

1. STAFF REPORT: Browning went over the budget position.  




1. COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS: 

~CM Hale said we should have runway lights done by the end of the week.  He is in the process of writing the SCIP plan and the ALP (airport land plan). He will bring the numbers to the next meeting from Wifiber to put cameras at the airport.  He also talked about having a car for people flying in, to use at the airport. He would like to look at leases at the airport.  DOT is doing a study for airport leases.  
~CM Tysz asked about Browning putting together a harassment ordinance for the city. He said we need to adopt our own ordinance so the code enforcement officer can enforce the ordinance.  
~CM Ausmus thanked the mayor for bringing the AWC Conference to Tekoa.  She thought it was good for Tekoa. They did a good job bridging the gap with the small cities.  She said that Alex is doing a good job with Heart and Soul. Starting this month, there will be a phase with storytelling.  They are trying to get information from the senior citizens.  She thinks it will be a healthy thing. 
She also asked about changing the city attorney.
~CM Martin said the AWC Conference was good.  He said he did research and said we don’t have to have an attorney at every executive session. He said when he abstained at the last meeting, that he could change his vote if he changed it while still on that agenda item.  
~CM Jaeger shared about the Upper Columbia kids volunteering to do yard clean up in Tekoa. She was very impressed with them and said the adults worked as hard as the kids.  

After discussion, it was decided to have the June council meetings on June 15 and June 29.  

X.	APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND CLAIMS: CM Hale moved to approve EFT payroll for $13,903.23 and claims 18532 to 18552 for $103,710.01.  CM Martin seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

XI.	ADJOURNMENT: CM Ausmus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 P.M.  CM Martin seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVED:

__________________________________
							Roy Schulz - Mayor 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Kynda Browning - Clerk/Treasurer  		
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