


City of Tekoa
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday –June 15, 2026 - 6 P.M.
Tekoa City Hall

I.	CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Schulz called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.
	
II. 	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Mayor Schulz led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.	ROLL CALL:

	MAYOR SCHULZ: Present.
	CM DAN THOMAS: Present.
CM MARGIE JAEGER: Present.
	CM PETE MARTIN: Present.
	CM MIKE HALE: Present.
	CM SHELLY AUSMUS: Present.	
	CM DAVE TYSZ: Absent.
	CM REID SMITH: Present.
	ATTY. BISHOP: Present.

IV.	AGENDA MODIFICATIONS:  

V.	May 18, 2026, COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES: CM Martin moved to accept the May 18, 2026, council meeting minutes as presented. CM Hale seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

VI.  	PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.

1. COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES: Jennifer Olson was in attendance to talk about Healthy, Tekoa Coalition.  

1. Mike Bogenreif, Code Enforcement Officer, was in attendance and talked about the proposed Harassment Ordinance.  He explained the City of Tekoa ordinances were written when we had our own police department. After discussion, he said he will go to the judge to find out what he will accept for harassment violations and let us know. 

VII.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. WSDOT REMAINING FUNDS – APPROVE JUB FINAL INVOICE: A bill for JUB was presented to the council for approval.  CM Hale explained this is the final bill for JUB.  We are asking WSDOT for the money to fix the conduit for the lights at the airport.  JUB has some expenses they will be asking for the remainder of the grant funds. CM Ausmus made a motion to approve the JUB invoice for $4,779.34.  CM Smith seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

B. APPROVE CE&C INVOICE: CM Hale made a motion to approve the CE&C Invoice for the TIB project for $945.00. CM Martin seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

C. UNION NEGOTIATIONS REPORT: CM Martin reported they will be having a negotiations meeting at the end of the month with the council, the attorney and clerk at 5 p.m. on June 29, 2026.  The mayor asked if the union has seen the proposal, and he said they will see it after the meeting.
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
D. [bookmark: _Hlk123895345]BUILDING INSPECTOR FEES: CM Tysz reported to Browning he contacted the Rosalia building inspector and he will come to the July meeting to talk to the council.

VIII.	NEW BUSINESS:

A. RESOLUTION TO INCREASE SEWER RATES (PLANNING MEETING JUNE 29 WITH ECOLOGY AND ENGINEERS): We will wait until the June 29 meeting.

B. SIDEWALKS OR STREETS WITH LEVY MONEY AND TIB FUNDING: Browning asked the council to consider using the levy money for a match and applying for the TIB grant to replace the worst sidewalks in Tekoa. Steven Thomas recommended that we rent an excavator to tear out the sidewalks.

C. METER READING UPGRADED SOFTWARE AND TABLET: Browning told the council that the bid for upgraded software is in their packet from Correct Equipment. The cost is $4,206.00.  It will be paid of the water fund.

D. HARRASSMENT ORDINANCE NO. 914: We will wait on this. CM Ausmus asked Adam Matthews about it. He said the ordinances we have in place were for when Tekoa had their own police department.  

E. FINANCIAL POLICY: Browning reported she is working on the 2024-2025 audit.  One of the suggestions from the audit in 2021 to 2023 was that we create and adopt a financial policy to be in compliance. It was decided to work on the first four chapters of the proposed policy at the July meeting.

F. BUDGET INFORMATION: Browning presented the current budget position to the council.

G. CEMETERY REQUESTS FROM ENDOWMENT: A list was presented to the council with items needed at the cemetery. There was discussion. CM Hale approved the list to present to the endowment committee.  CM Thomas seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

H. APPROVAL OF NEW FLOORING FOR CITY HALL: Browing told the council the office flooded the last week in May when we had the rain event. The carpet was removed and she presented options from three companies to replace the flooring with waterproof vinyl. CM Ausmus made a motion to approve purchasing it from the hardware for 38 boxes totaling $3,690.19 with tax.   CM Ausmus seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

The Mayor asked the council to consider using the money we have budgeted for the survey for the emergency fund because of the damage from the storm.  Steven Thomas the field behind the sewer plant, erroded into the sewer plant and into the drying beds.  One of the aeration blowers went out.  We are currently using the back up one.  We ordered a new one that was $5,405.00.  The cost to clean up the mud was $3,220.00, so the total for the sewer is $8,625.00.  The cost for gravel to fix all the streets that washed out was $4,347.00.
I. INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT AND RESOLUTION FOR WHITMAN COUNTY SOLID WASTE: The interlocal agreement and Resolution No. 26-01 for 2025 to 2030 for the Whitman County Solid Waste was presented to the council for approval. CM Hale made a motion to approve Resolution No. 26-01. CM Ausmus seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

J. KEVIN TURNBOUGH PROPERTY: He wants to plant trees for the two properties he owns at the Hay Subdivision. He is asking to just pay to put the meter in to water the trees and when he  builds, he will pay the water and sewer hook-ups.  There is a water easement going through one of those properties that we will need to negotiate for the easement. Steven Thomas is recommending to install the meter and then do the service that you can only use a certain amount of gallons, or charge him.  If he sold the property, we would need to make it clear that if someone purchases it, they would have to pay the regular charge. CM Jaeger made a motion to allow Kevin Turnbough to hook up to the water.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

K. STEVE HAXTON ON BEHALF OF NICK VEITRI SEWER LINE: Steve Haxton discussed paying $582.00 for the work done to repair the sewer line at Nick Veitri’s house since the contractor denied the responsibility. There was discussion. CM Ausmus made a motion to charge him $582.00 for the repair. CM Hale seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

L. PINE CREEK CONSERVATION AGREEMENT FOR CHIPPER: An agreement with the Pine Creek Conservation District was presented to the council for using their chipper. CM Ausmus made a motion to approve the interlocal agreement with the Pine Creek Conservation District. CM Thomas seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

M. DAVE TYSZ IS RECOMMENDING TAKING TREES DOWN IN CEMETERY: This will be looked at and discussed in the future.
IX.	ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS:
1. PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: There were none.
1. MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schulz said we are not recording meetings at this point.  It makes it so that our recordings would be a public record.  He will get information at the AWC meeting.  Cm Ausmus talked about the legality of someone besides a council member recording the meetings.s  There was discussion. CM Hale said we can’t put the liability on a council member.

Mayor Schulz said we have two people doing summer help for the next week for Slippery Gulch.  Devlin Latkowski will work all summer in the position.

1. STAFF REPORT: Browning went over the budget position earlier.  

1. COUNCIL REPORTS & COMMENTS: 
~CM Thomas said he went through Farmington and they have a 250-year banner.  There was discussion and it was decided to order 4 for the City of Tekoa.
~Reid Smith talked about the John Wayne riders coming to Tekoa from the West side.  
~CM Ausmus said the mosquitoes fogging is working well. She asked about the tree that fell near the walking bridge. The mayor will see if someone wants the tree for wood.  She is looking forward to Slippery Gulch. She said the breakfast will be on Saturday morning, and Heart and Soul will be at the gymkanna grounds on Saturday.  They are looking for stories from people.
~CM Martin said he has taken the John Wayne Trail on his bike. They are working on the picture stories and he is hoping they will be in place by Slippery Gulch. They will be having a bike festival on September 26th on the trail.

Mayor Schulz called an executive meeting for employment at 8:26 and said they will reconvene at 8:30. The council returned and the meeting reconvened at 8:30. 
X.	APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND CLAIMS: CM Ausmus moved to approve EFT and payroll checks 18553 to 18565, 18576, 18577 and 18598 for $27,615.89 and EFT and claim checks 18566 to 18575 and 18578 to 18597 for $49831.63.  CM Hale seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

XI.	ADJOURNMENT: CM Ausmus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 P.M.  CM Smith seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVED:

__________________________________
							Roy Schulz - Mayor 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Kynda Browning - Clerk/Treasurer  		
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